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WELCOME
A MESSAGE FROM THE
GENERAL MANAGER
Childhood Cancer Support (CCS) has been
successful in our grant application to Variety Qld
to purchase four new wheelchairs specifically
designed for use by children. Our sincere thanks
go to the Board of Variety Qld for recognising
Childhood Cancer Support as a worthwhile
cause in the paediatric oncology space. One
of our goals is to collaborate effectively with
other charitable organisations and, in this
case, Childhood Cancer Support has not only
collaborated with Variety Qld but also Kidsafe
Queensland who are supplying the wheelchairs
for our children.
Last week I again visited the Wanderin Westies
in the Ipswich region to receive a cheque for
$2,000 towards the work of Childhood Cancer
Support. Our heartfelt thanks to this lovely group
of people who have a soft spot for the work
that Childhood Cancer Support provides the
paediatric oncology community.
I would like to encourage all of our readers to
purchase tickets in the Play for Purpose lottery
that Childhood Cancer Support are participating
in. $15 from each $25 ticket sold goes directly to
Childhood Cancer Support so we can continue
to provide a place to call home for our families.
Ticket buyers have a 1 in 19 chance of winning a
prize and it’s a great way to raise funds for your
favourite charity – Childhood Cancer Support.
Please encourage your family, friends and work
colleagues to purchase a ticket(s). Or you can
GIFT a ticket or two to friends for their special
occasions.
Here is the link to CCS’ Play for Purpose webpage.
https://www.playforpurpose.com.au/
childhood-cancer-support
Until next time,
Helen Crew
General Manager
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TIANA’S STORY
On the 15th February, 3 year old Tiana rang the
‘Final Bell’ (page 5) to signify the end of her cancer
treatment in front of her family, friends and staff of
the Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital and Childhood
Cancer Support.
The day before Tiana rang the bell, Tiana’s mum
Lynette shared with us a story of their journey and
their time at Childhood Cancer Support.

Tiana (from Darwin, Northern Territory) was
diagnosed with high risk - stage 3 Neuroblastoma
in November 2016 at aged 2. The tumour (16cm
high x 12cm across) was found on her left kidney
and her only symptoms were high temperatures
for four days and her tummy felt unusually hard
and descended on the fourth day. As there are
no services in Darwin to treat cancer, we were
immediately rushed down to Brisbane.
After spending the first four months between
Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital and my sister-inlaw’s house while Tiana received five rounds of
chemotherapy, we then moved into the long-term
Childhood Cancer Support (CCS) accommodation
in Herston. Since then Tiana has had her tumour
removed with her left kidney, she’s gone through
stem cell transplant, radiation therapy and
immunotherapy.
CCS have provided so much love and support
throughout our journey. Regular coffee and chat
sessions have been organised for the families
as well as huge social events such as trips to the
Ekka, Talk like a Pirate Day, school holiday events,
Easter camp, Halloween and Christmas parties and
end of month BBQ’s. However, it’s also the special
things such as massages, family photo shoots and
volunteer days (especially with the young men from
Buckley House, St Joseph’s Gregory Terrace) that
helped to make our stay more accommodating.
So tomorrow, after 15 months of being away from
home, Tiana will ring the bell as there are no signs
of residual cancer left in her body. We would not
have been able to get through this huge journey
without the support of CCS and their family support
officer Tamsyn Kiely. My husband has had to stay in
Darwin to work and help pay the bills but the staff at
CCS and the other families here have become a part
of our family forever.
- Lynette (Tiana’s mum) |Weds 14th Feb 2018

4

© 2018

childhood cancer support

RINGING OF THE BELL
LIAM
Congratulations to young Liam who rang the ‘Final
Bell’ on the 8th February.
Liam fought bravely against High Risk ALL (Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia). Thank you to the
beautiful Cotton family for allowing us to be a
part of this wondrful moment in Liam’s journey.
Well done Liam, we are very proud of you.

TIANA
On the 15th of February little Tiana rang the
‘Final Bell’. Dressed in her superhero outfit,
alongside her mum, Tiana rang the bell after her
battle against high risk - stage 3 Neuroblastoma.
We are beyond proud of Tiana and feel so
fortunate to have been there with her family,
friends, nursing staff and oncology doctor to
witness this momentous occasion.

The
‘Final
Bell’
at
the
Lady
Cilento
Children’s Hospital (LCCH) siginifies the end
of treatment for paediatric oncology patients.
Children, alongside their families, friends and
staff of LCCH gather around and watch as they
ring that bell with huge smiles on their faces.
The kids are also presented with a certificate and
in addition sign their name on the bell board.
When your child is first diagnosed, seeing yourself
being in this particular moment seems so far,
but when you get there, what an overwhelming
but amazing milestone to reach.
Though there are the times we celebrate the
end of treatment, we also take a moment to
reflect and remember those who have fought
and are still fighting the battle, the inspirational
stories, the strength and resilience of children
and families, and those we have lost. “There is no
footprint too small to leave an imprint on this world”
- (Author unknown), and it is the moments and
memories we as humans cherish, that will always
last a lifetime.
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MEET THE KIDS
SAMUEL, 4 YRS OLD

Diagnosis - CDA (Congenital
Dyserythropoietic Anemia).
Samuel LOVES Dinosaurs!

TIANA, 3 YRS OLD
HARRY, 16 YRS OLD

Diagnosis - High Risk, Stage 3
Neuroblastoma.
Tiana just loves being cheeky!

Diagnosis - Burkitt’s Lymphoma.
Harry loves Hockey and
Harry Potter.

SAMUEL

Diagnosis - Brain Tumour.
Samuel enjoys playing
Pokemon Go and Dragon City
with his brothers and baby
sister Zophia, Isaac and Dustin.

International
Childhood Cancer
Awareness Day
15.02.18

MADDISON, 5 YRS OLD
Maddison loves playing with
dolls!

JOEL, 2 YRS OLD

LUCY, 9 YRS OLD
Diagnosis - ALL (Acute
Lymphoblastic Leaukaemia).
Lucy LOVES swings!
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Diagnosis - MPS 1 Hurler
Syndrome.
Even though Joel has spent
more of his life at the
hospital than at his family’s
cattle property, he still loves
playing wih toy cows, trucks
and cattle yards. Some
things just come natural.

KITTY, 5 YRS OLD

Diagnosis - Neuroblastoma.

PLAY FOR PURPOSE

WIN BIG AND PLAY FOR PURPOSE

We have teamed up with Play For Purpose, an innovative solution that rewards both supporters and
charities, it is a world-first and the ultimate win-win charity lottery. For each ticket sold under Childhood
Cancer Support, we receive 60% of the ticket cost, going towards accommodation and services we provide
to paediatric oncology families.
AND GUESS WHAT! By supporting our cause, you have a 1 IN 19 chance of winning the following AWESOME
prizes:
- 1st prize $500k of Gold Bullion
- 2nd prize $150k luxury car package
- 3rd prize $25k travel experience
- 4th prize $10 travel escape
- 5th prize $5k travel recharge
- PLUS! 11,100 worth of gift card prizes!!!!
So how do you get your hands on these tickets you ask? Tickets are on sale for $25 each, so simply visit the
link below, select buy tickets, search for Childhood Cancer Support and hit purchase! It's as simple as that.
Draw closes mid March and with only 200,000 tickets to be sold you don't want to miss out! So go on.. play
for purpose.
Visit https://www.playforpurpose.com.au/childhood-cancer-support
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FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
WANDERIN WESTIES
On behalf of the Central Committee of Management, staff and families at Childhood Cancer Support we
would like to say a huge thank you to the Wanderin Westies Social Group/Club who raised $2000 for the
organisation following their Australia Day 2018 Show n Shine event.
We are very fortunate to have formed a friendship with such a wonderful group with big hearts. Thank you
so much to each and everyone one of you who put in the hard work and time to raise this huge amount of
funds.
We look forward to having the Wanderin Westies out at Camp Crystal in April.

THE ARMIDALE SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
How awesome are the prefects at TAS The Armidale School!?
The boys are shaving their heads, the girls are cutting their long locks and all for a great cause!! AND not
only will the girls be donating their hair to make wigs but they are also raising funds for Childhood Cancer
Support!
They kicked off their first round of shaves and cuts on the 15th February and what a better day to start this
inspiring fundraiser than on International Childhood Cancer Day!
This amazing group will continue their fundraising and awareness goal throughout Term 1 and we cannot
wait to see more! If you would like to show your encouragement to these inspiring teens whilst supporting
our organisation then be sure to visit the link below.
On behalf of the Central Committee of Management, staff and families at Childhood Cancer Support we
would like to thank the prefects, students and staff of The Armidale School!
https://www.gofundme.com/childhood-cancer-support-fundraiser
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COMING UP IN 2018
WHAT’S COMING UP IN 2018 - For more information please email lucy@ccs.org.au
FAMILY MONTHLY BBQs from 5.30pm
When:
		
		
		
		
		
		

Fri 27th April
Fri 25th May
Fri 29th June
Fri 27th July
Fri 31st August
Fri 28th September
Fri 23rd November

CAMP CRYSTAL

When: 6th - 8th April

PATRICIA FECHNER MEMORIAL GOLF DAY
When: Sunday 5th August
Where: Rosewood

ST LAURENCE’S WALKATHON
When: Friday 10th August
Where: Brisbane

		
RIDE FOR LOVE - ‘Gold Coast Harley
Owners Group & the Emma Love
Childhood Cancer Charity
When: Saturday 11th August
Where: Gold Coast to Brisbane

TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY
*Registrations opening soon!

When: 		
Where:		
		
		

19th September
Nationwide - Schools, Childcare
Centres, Corporate, Businesses
and individuals

TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY EVENT

When: 		
19th September
Where:		
Queensland Maritime Museum
		
Open to all paediatric oncology
		families

HALLOWEEN PARTY
When: 		
Where:		

26th October
Community Room, Herston

UPCOMING EVERYDAY HERO EVENT FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES
Looking at participating in an event whilst raising funds for charity at the same time? Childhood Cancer Support
has collaborated with Everyday Hero, allowing you set up your very own fundraising platform. To register for any
of the events below visit the website links below and hit start fundraising today!
All Year		
CUA School Fun Run
		https://schoolfundraising.com.au/
19th May
Tough Mudder SEQ 2018
		https://toughmudder-seq-18.everydayhero.com/au/get-started
27th May
7 Rocky River Run
		http://7rockyriverrun.everydayhero.do/
30th June
Gold Coast Marathon
		https://gcam2018.everydayhero.com/au/get-started
12th August
City 2 Surf
		http://city2surf.com.au/raising-money/
17th August
Sunshine Coast Marathon
		https://sunshine-coast-marathon.everydayhero.do/
26th August
Bridge to Brisbane
		https://bridgetobrisbaneday.com.au/
4th November Noosa Triathlon Multi Sport Festival
		http://everydayhero.com.au/event/noosatri2018
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