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CONGRATULATIONS LOGAN!
Diagnosed at 5 months old
with a brain tumour, Logan
was flown from Mackay to
Brisbane for treatment. This
month Logan celebrated 7
years cancer free!
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WELCOME

A message from the General Manager
Countdown to Camp Crystal 2017 on 7-9 April
– only two weeks to go!
Plans for Camp Crystal 2017 are almost complete
and we have 31 families registered to attend.
It’s going to be a wonderful weekend of fun and
camaraderie and our Camp Coordinator, Nick
Dubravcic, has some special surprises in store
for our families. The recent rain we are having
will ensure the grounds are beautiful and green –
especially for those little kids (and big ones) who
love to slide down the grassed slope on a piece of
cardboard like they did last year.
Family Services
Our twice weekly Coffee, Cake and Chat events
continue to be very popular as well as our monthly
BBQs. We encourage all paediatric oncology
families in the community to come along to these
events so spread the word and we look forward to
seeing you there.
I am pleased to advise that we have been
successful in securing funding of $2,565 from the
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust to assist us in the
cost of providing three months of family services
such transport services, Coffee Cake and Chat and
monthly BBQs for our families. This funding will
also assist us in providing an Easter April school
holiday event program (in the second week of the
school holidays) which will be run by our Family
Support Officer, Tamsyn Kiely. Our sincere thanks
to the Brisbane City Council and the Lord Mayor’s
Charitable Trust for their ongoing support of
Childhood Cancer Support.
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Fundraising
Talk Like a Pirate Day registrations are now OPEN.
You can register your school, child care centre or
your workplace via our Childhood Cancer Support
website. Just visit:
www.ccs.org.au/events-media/talklikeapirateday
to register. Our annual Talk Like a Pirate Day event
aims to raise awareness of childhood cancer and
also to raise much needed funds for Childhood
Cancer Support so we can relocate our long-term
accommodation facilities closer to the Lady Cilento
Children’s Hospital in South Brisbane.
I trust you will enjoy this March edition of our Heart
to Heart newsletter.
Until next time,
Helen Crew
General Manager

FAMILY SUPPORT
on coloured paper. I couldn’t bring myself to throw
any of it away so we decided to make a poster,
which is now proudly displayed in the Herston
Office. Big thank you to the rest of the staff as well
for joining in the fun of the afternoon with us!
I’m very excited about Camp Crystal in just 2
weeks time and am looking forward to seeing and
connecting with so many families. The camp is set
to be filled with fun over the whole of the weekend
and it is such a joy to get to see the kids have such a
great time!

A message from the
FAMILY SUPPORT OFFICER
Well another month has come and gone, how quick
is this year going! In the pass month we have been
as busy as ever and are finally seeing progress.
The gym is now back up and running and has
been opened up to our families again (YAY!) While
exercise may be the last thing people think about
when in Brisbane, exercise has actually been
proven to be a fantastic form of stress relief and
help with stress management as it pumps up
the endorphins and serotonin. So great for your
physical health as well as your mental health!
A big shout out and THANK YOU to Matt and one
of our current dads, Daniel, for helping get the gym
organised!!
COFFEE, CAKE & CHAT
Coffee, Cake & Chat has continued to run on
Tuesday mornings and Friday afternoons for the
last month, with both days continuing to be popular
with the parents. Being able to provide families with
more opportunities to connect with each other each
week is so important and we will continue to run
both days as long as possible. We are also starting
to get representatives from other organisations
to come talk to the families and let them know
what support they can access through them, both
while they are in Brisbane and when they return
home. Our first visit will be this Friday and we have
a representative from Carers Queensland joining
us. We are really looking forward to sharing the
information with our families and forming that
connection with local organisations.
ST PATRICK’S DAY
On Friday 17th March was St Patrick’s Day and we
couldn’t let the day pass without celebration, so we
made our Coffee, Cake & Chat a themed afternoon.
We baked up a storm so that we could have green
foods, including some green soda floats for the
kids! The kids also got to decorate some cupcakes,
do some colouring in and cut out their hand prints
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Well that’s it from me for this month. Sending
my wishes to everyone for a Safe & Happy Easter
holiday and I look forward to catching up with you
all next month.
Tamsyn Kiely
Family Support Officer

TRANSPORT STATS
TRANSPORT SERVICE
Childhood Cancer Support offers a free pick up and drop off service from our multiple
accommodation locations to the Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital and Brisbane Airport, as
well as daily grocery and school runs. We operate two vans, one with wheelchair access, and
offer our transport service for free to all oncology families.

TRANSPORT STATS | FEBRUARY 2017
* Transport assistance figure considers the cost of fuel and travel, hospital parking, and out of hours
transport for families.

134

VAN RUNS

$2,472
provided in
transport
assistance

337

passengers
transported

THANK YOU
A huge thank you to Fatima and the Community of MFC (Muslim Charitable Foundation) for their
generous donation of brand new toys and colourful scarves. The scarves will be made available to
our families and the toys will be put to good use in our community room and gifts for our families
during their stay.
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WORKPLACE GIVING

Ambassador Laura Geitz and Zane | Diagnosed at 3yrs old with Neuroblastoma (Tumour) - Rockhampton

Sigrid 6yrs old | Diagnosed with cancer at age 3, Sigrid was
required to travel from her home in Vanuatu to Brisbane
alongside her mum and older sister. Sigrid’s family stayed
with Childhood Cancer Support for 13 months and today still
travels every few months for checkups and appointments
where they stay at Childhood Cancer Support’s short-term
accommodation, South Brisbane.

HElP FROM THE HEART
Workplace GIving PROGRAM
It feels good knowing that you have been a part of something bigger.
Contact your employer today to participate in the ‘Help from the Heart Workplace Giving Program’

$5

Can you spare the cost of a coffee per week to help
regional children with cancer have a place to call
home whilst in Brisbane? Sign up today.

What is workplace giving?
The process of making regular automatic donations to Childhood Cancer
Support through your payroll system pre-tax. Workplace Giving is one of
the most cost effective ways to donate and is also a highly visible way of
showing your support.

What MAKES CHILDHOOD CANCER SUPPORT
SO UNIQUE?
Childhood Cancer Support is the only accommodation provider in
Queensland that specialises in accommodation specifically supporting
paediatric oncology children (0-18yrs) and their families. The organisation
provides families with a community that cares, because it is recognised
that this is a battle that cannot be fought alone.

Why Support?
By sticking to a no-cost policy, Childhood Cancer Support seeks to
remove the emotional and financial stress of living away from home.
The main focus is to provide stability to the lives of children and their
families through the provision of not only accommodation but also
transport and other social activities for the whole family. Most families
are flown in from various regional locations therefore are in a totally
new environment without a home, any mode of transport and no family
support network. The average stay for our families is approximately a
demanding and challenging 6-10 months.
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‘Words can’t describe the help and
support the Childhood Cancer Support
team have given to us and our family.
They have been with us through it all.
We are forever thankful for such an
organisation. We thank them with
all of our hearts.’

- Yanam | Townsville

Yanam’s son Daniel was diagnosed with Ewings Sarcoma (bone cancer) in 2015.
Daniel and Yanam stayed with Childhood Cancer Support for 12 months.

87 Annerley Road, Woolloongabba QLD 4102
T (07) 3844 5000 | E giving@ccs.org.au

www.ccs.org.au/workplacegiving

KIDS CORNER
A page dedicated to families and children of Childhood Cancer Support! If your child
would like to contribute a drawing, picture, story or whatever their creative minds
can think of, take a snap or scan it through to lucy@ccs.org.au, we would love to see it
and showcase it in our forthcoming newsletters! Drawings can be anonymous but we
would love to know where you’re from, your first name, and how old you are. Childhood
Cancer Support receives support from all over QLD as well as across Australia which we
think is pretty cool! So kids - this page is for you!
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KIDS CORNER
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KIDS CORNER

By Edie, age 8 - Inverell NSW
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KIDS CORNER
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UPCOMING EVENTS
COFFEE CAKE & CHAT
*RSVP’s are required for catering (further dates TBC)

When:		
		
		
		
		

Friday 24th March 3.30-4.30pm
*with guest speaker from
Carer’s QLD
Tuesday 28th March 11am-12pm
Tuesday 4th April 11am-12pm

Where:		
		
		

11 Bramston Tce, Herston
Tuesday’s - Community Room
Friday’s - Playground

FAMILY MONTHLY BBQs from 5.30pm
*RSVP’s are required for catering

		
CAMP CRYSTAL

When: 		
7th-9th April
Where:		
Baden Powell Centre, Samford
		*Applications now closed.

TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY
*Registrations now open!
Visit www.ccs.org.au to register today!
When: 		
Where:		
		
		

19th September
Nationwide - Schools, Childcare
Centres, Corporate, Businesses
and individuals 		

When:		
31st March
		28th April
		26th May
		30th June
		28th July
		25th August
		29th September
		
27th October (Halloween)

*For more details on these events please contact the office on (07) 3844 5000 or email lucy@ccs.org.au

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR AREA
Brisbane:

Rockhampton:
7 Rocky River Run
When:		
Sunday 28th May
Where:		
Victoria Park Rockhampton
Sunshine Coast:
SUNSHINE coast marathon
When:		
18th - 20th August
Where:		
Sunshine Coast

Kidsafe QLD invites the people you support to a free Kidsflix movie
event. Kidsflix is an event for children and young people living with
a chronic illness, disability or in a disadvantaged situation. The
best part is that it is all free. The invited child’s immediate family (ie
siblings, parents, carers) are also part of the experience at no cost.

There will be an hour of children’s entertainment from 9am
including face painting, balloon twisting and entertainers followed
by the movie Smurfs - The Lost Village. Each person attending will
be provided with a drink and popcorn to complete their movie
experience.

*PLEASE CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT
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Brisbane:
BRIDGE TO BRISBANE
When:		
Sunday 27th August
Where:		
Brisbane Show Grounds
*Simply jump online to register to participate in
any of the above events. If you would like to raise
funds through your participation, you can register
as a fundraising individual or team by visiting
www.everydayhero.com/au/ and head to the
events page. Childhood Cancer Support is a
registered charity with Everyday Hero and it’s so
simple and easy to set up!

FREE PHOTOSHOOTS
Living in an unfamiliar city for an uncertain period of time,
when your child has recently been diagnosed with cancer, is
not an ideal situation for anyone. It can be hard to find a “home
away from home”, and building close support networks within
your immediate vicinity can take time.
That’s why Childhood Cancer Support has teamed up with
generous supporter Andy Graves from Essence of Time
Photography, who has put together a photography program
for both Childhood Cancer Support (CCS) families and non CCS
families who have children with cancer.
Professional photography can be beneficial in numerous ways,
from allowing families to decorate their temporary lodgings
with some beautiful family shots, to enjoying the therapeutic
process of photography itself.

If you’re interested in utilising Andy’s services,
please contact the Childhood Cancer Support office.
Phone 07 3844 5000 or email admin@ccs.org.au.
To see more work by the Essence of Time Photography, go to www.essenceoftime.com.au

Want to make a real difference?
\

There are many other ways you can be a part of making a difference at Childhood Cancer Support.

Become a Heartfelt Supporter:

Become a Fundraiser:

Heartfelt Supporters play a huge role in allowing
Childhood Cancer Support to continue providing
the facilities and services that families need.
Our Heartfelt Supporters help us immensely in
providing accommodation, maintenance and
improvements, transport services and assisting
campaign initiatives.

Fundraising can be as simple or as little or big
as you’d like. From a simple sausage sizzle, right
through to a golf day, fundraising is a fun way to
get family and friends together, all whilst raising
funds for a good cause.

Separate to workplace giving, a Heartfelt
Supporter of Childhood Cancer Support agrees
to make an ongoing monthly donation, starting
at a minimum amount of $10. Your monthly
donation will commence on the 1st each month and
continue until further notice from you.
All donations are tax deductible.
Sign up today at:

www.ccs.org.au/howcanyouhelp/heartfelt-supporter/

Other ideas can include:
- Free dress day
- Host a breakfast, lunch or dinner
- ‘Talk Like a Pirate Day’ BBQ (everyone can
dress up for a donation)
- Coffee Challenge (give up a coffee a 		
specified time period - set the challenge)
There are many ideas, none short of creativity! If
you would like more information we can help.
Simply contact the office and chat to one of our
friendly staff, or simply visit:
www.ccs.org.au/howcanyouhelp/fundraise-for-ccs
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